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From: bcwood0885 [bcwood0885@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 8:52 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: golf course 
      Dear Mr. Nolen, 
 
      As residents of Beverly Hills Lake Estates Two, we would prefer that 
the golf course remain at the original location.  Switching the location 
of the camp ground and golf course, puts the campground closer to 
residential areas, and will possibly decrease the value of our property 
values. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Robert and Carolyn Wood 
      14410 Giorgio Drive 
      Skiatook, OK 74070 
      918-396-7658  
              
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CrossTimbers Development Relocation Final Environmental Assessment 143 



From: Dennis Lenox [mailto:dlenox@americanbankok.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 3:31 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: GOLF COURSE 
 
  
 
MR. NOLEN. 
 
  
 
WE ARE LAND OWNERS IN THE CROSS OAKS SUB-DIVISION, IN SKIATOOK , OK. WE 
THINK THE GOLF COURSE SHOULD SATY IN THE SAME PLACE AS PLANED SEVERAL 
YEARS AGO. 
 
  
 
DENNIS AND SHERRY LENOX 
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From: Paul Kallenberger [mailto:PKallenberger@trustok.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2006 10:13 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Cross Timbers Development 
 
  
 
Mr. Nolen, 
 
  
 
    I am writing to discuss and to object to the change in plans for Cross 
Timbers on Skiatook Lake.  My primary objection concerns the move of the 
proposed golf course from Skiatook Point to the Tall Chief Cove area.  My 
comments are as follows: 
 
  
 
1.  The original plan gained the additional support of the people of 
Skiatook and the Skiatook Lake neighborhoods because the golf course was 
located closer to the Skiatook population center at Skiatook Point. 
 
  
 
2.  The Tall Chief area golf course relocation proposal will make it more 
difficult for the Skiatook residents and most of the Skiatook Lake 
residents to use the golf course facilities.   
 
  
 
3.  At Skiatook Point, the golf course will have a quiet and majestic view 
of the lake and the valley below the lake.  The Tall Chief location will 
have a view of existing camp grounds, a sewage lagoon, more noise and 
certainly more nearby traffic. 
 
  
 
4.  Locating campgrounds on Skiatook Point would seem to isolate the RV 
users from the Cross Timber facilities and these users might as well be 
camping at other Skiatook Lake campgrounds as far as use of the Cross 
Timber area is concerned.  Campground users enjoy walking, swimming, etc.  
Most of these facilities will be in the main Cross Timbers area and not at 
Skiatook Point.  Skiatook Point receives a strong south wind in the 
summer.  It would not be safe to swim in this area, and the boat launch 
facilities are certainly more dangerous to use in the summer than the more 
protected Tall Chief area.  Nor will most Skiatook Point campers be able 
to tie up boats on the shoreline because of these strong south winds. 
 
  
 
5.  Putting Campgrounds in the Skiatook Point will increase the traffic 
flow, crime and vandalism in that area.  Currently, these safety problems 
are present in and about the Tall Chief campground, swimming beach and 
boat ramp areas.  It makes sense to isolate these safety problems to one 
area and provide the necessary security to this one area than to spread 
the safety issues to two areas.  I suspect that even the Lake's Corps 
office will require around the clock security as a result of the 
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campground traffic.  The Healing Rock will be a prime target for vandalism 
and graffiti.  Now, it is easy to maintain and secure.  With the golf 
course, it would be easy to maintain and secure.  With the campgrounds, I 
would anticipate that the Sheriff's office, the Corps or Cross Timbers 
will need to provide 24/7 guards to this sacred Indian area.  The Osage 
County Sheriff's Department will now need to maintain deputies at both 
public use locations as they now provide security for only the Tall Chief 
area. 
 
  
 
    I hope my comments will be useful. 
 
  
 
Paul E. Kallenberger 
 
150 Giorgio Drive 
 
Skiatook, OK  74070 
 
  
 
918 396-0499 
 
  
 
  
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
------ 
 
The content of this e-mail message and any attachments are confidential 
and may be legally privileged, intended solely for the addressee. If you 
are not the intended recipient, be advised that any use, dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you 
receive this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
reply email and destroy the message and its attachments. 
 
For purposes of Circular 230 and unless expressly stated otherwise above, 
nothing contained in this message was intended or written to be used or 
may be relied upon or used by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding 
penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer under the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended, or promoting, marketing or recommending to 
another party any transaction addressed herein.  
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
------ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Mary Short [msshort@direcway.com] 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2006 8:22 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Cross Timbers Golf Course 
 
Dear Mr. Nolen, 
 
As residents of Beverly Hills Lake Estates II for almost six years, we 
would prefer that the golf course remain at the original location.  
Switching the location of the camp ground and golf course, puts the 
campground closer to residential areas, and will possibly decrease the 
values of property in our neighborhood.  When we chose to live here, one 
of the considerations given to living here was that it was across the lake 
from large campgrounds with much activity and noise. 
 
Thanks for allowing us a say in this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve and Mary Short     
14450 Giorgio Drive 
Skiatook, OK  74070 
918-396-9192 
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From: Stephanie Upton [s-upton@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2006 1:30 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Skiatook Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mr. Stephen Nolen,  
 
I'm writing in reference to the CrossTimbers Development Project at 
Skiatook Lake.  The proposal is for the relocation of the Golf Course and 
Camping/RV Area at Skiatook Lake which is located in Osage County.  It is 
important to the region of the success of CrossTimbers for this proposal 
to be accepted.  If accepted, it will provide economic development, tax 
benefits, and most importantly jobs in Oklahoma.  The Skiatook Chamber 
supports this proposal and the a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Upton 
Director, Skiatook Chamber of Commerce 
918-396-3702 office 
918-698-3702 cell 
"Be Extraordinary, not ordinary" 
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From: Don England [done@northville.com] 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2006 10:47 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: FW: Crosstimbers - Relocation of campgrounds at Skiatook lake 
 
  
 
  
 
            Dear Mr. Nolen, 
 
  
 
  
 
            As a major property owner at The Estates at Cross Timbers, I 
strongly recommend the relocation of the existing camp ground located at 
Skiatook Lake to allow the development of the Golf Course on that site. It 
just makes sense to move the campground to the proposed site and replace 
with the Golf Course. This will be much more appropriate to the 
residential development that is proceeding.  Everyone wins with this 
change as the campers and residents will avoid future conflicts over their 
specific uses of this area of the lake. Thank you for your consideration 
in this matter. 
 
  
 
  
 
            Regards, 
 
  
 
  
 
            Don England 
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From: Lisa Burn [lisa@buffaloland.com] 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2006 10:03 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: CrossTimbers 
 
Mr. Nolen, 
 
  
 
My husband and I are owners of two lots in Phase I.  We feel like this 
development/community is going to be great for the State of Oklahoma.   We 
would like to see the CrossTimbers Golf Course be moved to Tallchief Cove.  
We strongly support StateSource, LLC. in this decision.  
 
  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
  
 
Lisa & Blaine Burn 
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From: Marc Kodack [mkodack@adelphia.net] 
Sent: Saturday, April 01, 2006 8:36 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Comments on the Environmental Assessment for Skiatook Lake 
 
Dear Mr. Nolen, 
 
Following are my comments on the Environmental Assessment of The Proposed 
Relocation of The Golf Course and Camping/RV Area, CrossTimbers 
Development Project, Skiatook Lake, Osage County, Oklahoma. My concerns 
with the entire EA are based on missing information that should appear in 
the document. Information on the project from the State Historic 
Preservation Officer/State Archaeologist is missing. Actual surveys to 
determine the presence/absence of the burying beetle have not been 
conducted.  
In-depth discussion of Environmental Justice with supporting Census data 
is not presented. And, the absence of the turf management plan because of 
its possibly effect on water quality in Skiatook Lake together make the 
issuance of a Finding of No Significant Impact premature. Until the 
missing information is included and the public have had the opportunity to 
then evaluate that information, the potential/real effects of the project 
on the environment cannot be determined than is currently possible with 
the EA as written. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Marc Kodack 
129 Lighthouse Lane 
Winchester, Virginia 22602 
 
 
Page 8, B. Preferred Alternative (Proposed Action) and page 21 Threatened 
and Endangered Species. If the burying beetle (ABB) is a Federally-listed 
endangered species and may be present with the proposed project area, how 
can adverse impacts be minimized after construction begins if the beetle 
is present? By the start of construction it may be too late to "minimize" 
any adverse effects.  
Why is a survey being delayed until after construction begins? Is the 
beetle present the project area? If the answer is unknown, how can a post-
construction survey gather baseline data untainted by the construction 
work? In a letter from Mr. Jerry J. Brabander to COL Kurka, Mr. Brabander 
says that some construction activity may already have begun in the Village 
and marina areas. How has this been resolved with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service? Is coordination still on-going? 
 
Page 8, B. Climate. Every environmental assessment must be a separate 
stand alone document is order for reviewers and the public to evaluate if 
all the information necessary to make a decision on whether the proposed 
action will or will not adversely effect the environment. References to 
the 2003 EA and information contained in that document must be included. 
Thus, the 2003 EA should have been included as a separate appendix. 
 
Page 18, Environmental Justice. Where is information presented on what 
populations would be affected? Where is the census data to show what 
populations may be present in the surrounding area? Would a gold course 
and marina be used by these underserved populations? Where is that 
discussion? 
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Page 21-22, 9. Cultural Resources. Have the visual effects to the two 
eligible properties been assessed? Degradation of the surrounding 
landscape that is visible from these properties could adversely effect 
their current eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places. 
What does the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Officer and State 
Archaeologist say about the proposed plans? What do they say about visual 
intrusions to these eligible properties? 
 
Page 24. There is an extended discussion about turf management.  
However, turf management is to appear in a not-as-yet-written part of the 
Cross-Timbers Environmental Management Plan. How can the a reviewer or the 
public evaluate what is planned if the turf management portion of the EMP 
does not yet exist, particularly since run-off may affect water quality in 
the lake? How will the turf management plan contents be enforced if it is 
written after NEPA compliance is completed? The EA must contain all the 
information. 
 
Page 25, Air Quality. What are the temporary changes in air quality that 
will occur in the construction zone? Will these temporary changes, such as 
increased levels of sulphur and nitrogen oxide from the combustion of 
diesel fuel, have an adverse effect on local air quality? Where is this 
discussion in the EA? 
 
On page 9 the following is written "The Tall Chief Cove camping facilities 
are used at a 100% rate on weekends (turning away a number of individuals 
during the peak recreation season). Crystal Bay Marina, located on the 
north shore of the lake, operates at approximately 90% capacity during the 
boating season (May through September). The recently opened Cross Timbers 
Marina is currently operating at approximately 95% capacity. 
 
Ye the following is from page 26. 
 
"The Skiatook Lake project anticipated much greater development of 
recreational areas and larger visitor numbers than have occurred to date. 
The Final Environmental Statement prepared for Skiatook Lake identified a 
total of seven public use areas to be developed on 1,350 acres of USACE 
managed lands. The proposed lease area consists of approximately 47% of 
the acreage identified to be developed at the lake (631 acres of leased 
lands divided by 1,350 acres identified to be developed) and just over 3% 
of the total project lands and water comprising the Skiatook Lake project 
(677 acres of total lease area divided by 20,000 acres of USACE managed 
lands). Prior to construction an average annual visitation of 1,455,000 
people was estimated for the lake, which would have been supported in part 
by the seven proposed public use areas. Visitation to Skiatook Lake has 
never approached that volume. Instead, annual visitation at Skiatook Lake 
has averaged slightly more than 586,000 during fiscal years 1999-2002. 
Cumulative impacts experienced at Skiatook Lake to date have not reached 
the levels originally contemplated." 
 
If the places mentioned on page 9 have a use rate of from 90-100%, how 
these area experienced the cumulative impacts mentioned in the last 
sentence quoted from the page 26 paragraph given above? If the Skiatook 
Lake project anticipated more people, how is this reconciled with the 90-
100 % use rate? 
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From: slzingerman@cox.net 
Sent: Sunday, April 02, 2006 9:45 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Cc: krefting@peoplepc.com; msshort@direcway.com 
Subject: oppose the Cross Timbers campground relocation 
 
     I am a home owner in the Beverly Hills subdivision on Georgio Drive 
(lot 7). The proposal locates the RV/campground on the North side of the 
dam in close proximity to residential homes bordering on the corps 
lands.My major concern is the security of the area on the corps lands. We 
all are very aware of the consumption of alcohol in campgrounds and the 
devil may care attitude to lands within the campground and the adjacent 
lands.I do not feel confident that adequate security will be provided to 
protect the homeowners properties. In addition I am concerned that 
additional unsightly trash will appear around the lake in addition to a 
higher risk of fires. 
             In conclusion, I do not recommend that the relocation be 
adopted. 
                Thank you for seriously considering my concerns....James 
Zingerman 
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From: Bruce Krefting [krefting@peoplepc.com] 
Sent: Sunday, April 02, 2006 11:07 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: I oppose the Cross Timbers proposal 
 
Thanks for sending me the CD with the complete Environmental Impact 
statement.  I OPPOSE the proposed change for several reasons: 
        * I don't believe this proposal has been very well presented to 
the Lake Skiatook area public.  One ad in the Skiatook Journal may be 
legally sufficient but hardly allows for widespread review and discussion.  
As the president of the Beverly Hills Lake Estates II neighborhood of 27 
property owners located close to Cross Timbers, not a single owner has 
told me they had seen the single ad - all were unaware of the proposed 
change.  I met with a board member of the Santa Barbara Cove association, 
another nearby neighborhood on Skiatook Lake of almost 30 property owners, 
had also not heard of the proposal - and he was COMPLETELY AGAINST the 
proposal.  I also think the size of this Environmental Impact document 
meant many could not review the proposal (rural Osage County residents 
around Lake Skiatook typically have just dial-up internet access.  A 141-
page documents is simply to big to be downloaded or viewed at 26.6K 
download speed.  I would urge the Corp to hold a series of public comment 
meetings that are well advertised to truly get the feel of the local 
population to this proposed change. 
       * I am against moving the golf course to a location so far from the 
lake as described in the proposal (the layout is not well described in the 
proposal which reinforces in my mind the pending "plain-ness" of the new 
course).  Oklahoma has many fine golf courses but few with as many 
beautiful lake views as promised in the original site.  Moving the course 
away from the lake will make this course just another golf course.  I 
prefer the numerous lake views and challenging elevation changes in the 
original proposal as this would make the Cross Timbers course one of the 
most beautiful courses in the region - perhaps the country - and be a 
significant boast to our local economy.  The proposed change will not 
benefit the community anywhere near as much. 
        * I am against moving the campground to the north side of the dam.  
This change will cause security issues with campers too far from after-
hours security.  With the easy access from the Skiatook Point Landing 
road, I'm concerned about drinking campers or drinking boat landing users 
roaming through the Corp access without any available security.  As a home 
owner with property adjacent to the Corp property along Skiatook Lake, I 
am concerned about drinking campers roaming the Corp property far beyond 
the Cross Timbers leased areas causing security and property destruction 
issues for all nearby residents.  I think the State Patrol will tell you 
of many concerns they've had to address from drinking boaters and campers 
using the Tall Chief access to the lake.  Security around the campground 
must be complete - for the benefit of the nearby property owners and the 
other campers. 
         * Finally, I oppose the proposed change based on the increased 
risks of fires started by campers roaming far from the leased area 
unsupervised.  A fire started below our property in Corp land with the 
prevalent southerly winds this winter would have burned down my home 
before any fire department could have reached us.  Our neighborhood in 
rural Osage County is served by the City of Skiatook Fire Department that 
must negotiate a steep climb on Highway 20 to reach our neighborhood.  I 
estimate a single fire truck would need at least 15 minutes to reach our 
neighborhood, hardly sufficient as our homes are just a hundred yards from 
the lake edge and even less to Corp property.  The fire danger alone with 
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our southerly winds is enough to highly recommend that the campground area 
MUST be kept on the south side of the dam per the original design (fires 
out of control there would burn themselves out when they reached the 
lake).  The campground cabins needs to be well supervised with Cross 
Timbers staff and after-hours security available to ensure destructive 
behavior is quickly halted.   
 
If I have sent this response to the incorrect email address, please 
forward it to the correct email address by the April 5 deadline. 
 
I would also like to be put on the notification list for any future 
proposals that impact the Corp's property around or on Lake Skiatook. 
 
In conclusion, I am OPPOSED to the proposed change and urge the Corp to 
reject it.  I also recommend that any future proposed changes be better 
advertised to area resident with mailings and multiple ads to ensure the 
local neighbors are well informed.   
 
Bruce Krefting 
14389 Giorgio Drive 
Skiatook, OK 74070 
918-361-7338   
 
________________________________________ 
PeoplePC Online 
A better way to Internet 
http://www.peoplepc.com 
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Golf course & campground planning at Skiatook LakeFrom: McKay, Allan B. 
[Allan.B.McKay@conocophillips.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 2:34 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Golf course & campground planning at Skiatook Lake 
 
Dear Mr. Nolen,  
 
We have been made aware there is a proposal to alter the previous 
agreement of February 13, 2003 and move both the golf course and 
camping/RV locations. This news has come as a bit of a shock, since it 
seems we, along with others in our Beverly Hills Phase II subdivision, 
were not privy to the request as is evidenced by our names not appearing 
in your "Cross Timbers Draft EA Final Mar2006" document (pages 29 to 31). 
 
We have just moved to Oklahoma and built a new home on Skiatook Lake. We 
spent considerable time evaluating whether to build on the lake or live in 
Tulsa. We made the decision to have a house built on Skiatook Lake for 
many reasons. One reason we took into consideration was the proposed 
location for the approved Cross Timbers Golf course. Our feeling at the 
time of purchasing the property was the location of the golf course would 
add value to the property. We are now concerned the opposite impact on our 
values will occur with the replacement of a golf course with a campground. 
 
I do not see in the EA Mar2006.pdf document any reason given to change 
locations of the golf course and campgrounds. The lack of clear 
information explaining the reason for the change makes this proposal seem 
like a bate and switch on the part of Cross Timbers. First they get 
approval for a project in 2003 and then they come back and make changes 
with very little notification about hearings to communities that would be 
impacted. 
 
Many people have invested their savings in properties based on the 
existing approved development plans of the Department of the Army. A 
decision to allow this change to be made after so many people and 
developers have invested in Skiatook Lake is hardly fair or reasonable. 
 
I would ask that you consider having a meeting so people that have a 
investment in Skiatook Lake properties, and would be impacted, can hear 
first hand why this request has been made. This meeting should also 
explain the potential impact a campground would have on Skiatook Point and 
property values nearby. 
 
Thank you for taking time to consider these points and if you have any 
points of clarification, I would appreciate hearing them. 
 
Allan McKay  
ConocoPhillips  
Director, Global Network Security Services  
1-918-661-7965 Work or 1-832-715-2116 Cell  
Internet: Allan.B.McKay@ConocoPhillips.com  
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Proposal by CrossTimbersFrom: Mark Schell [mark.schell@unitcorp.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 10:25 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Proposal by CrossTimbers 
 
Mr. Nolen:  
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposal by CrossTimbers to 
relocate their proposed golf course as set out in the Draft EA I recently 
received.  
 
As you may know, I am the Trustee of a Trust that owns 16 acres in the 
immediate vicinity of the recently completed CrossTimbers Marina. As a 
result, I am very familiar with the development activities associated with 
the CrossTimbers operations as well as its impact on the surrounding area. 
I believe that this development, including that proposed in the Draft EA, 
is a much needed step to further the public's use and enjoyment of 
Skiatook Lake. 
 
If you have any questions regarding my support for the project, please 
feel free to contact me.  
 
Mark E. Schell 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
Unit Corporation 
7130 South Lewis, Suite 1000 
Tulsa, Oklahoma USA 74136  
E-mail: mark.schell@unitcorp.com 
Telephone: 918-493-7700 
Facsimile: 918-496-6302  
Mobile phone: 918-691-5222  
 
This communication may be protected by the attorney/client privilege and 
may contain confidential information intended only for  the person to whom 
it is addressed.  If it has been sent to you in error, please ignore it.  
Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error.  
Then delete this message without copying or reading it.  Any 
dissemination, distribution, copying or other reproduction of this message 
other than by its intended recipient is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Yandell, Glenn [Glenn.Yandell@bakerpetrolite.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 8:09 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Golf course & campground planning at Skiatook Lake 
 
Dear Mr. Nolen, 
 
 
 
I own a house on Giorgio Drive overlooking Skiatook Lake.  I was recently 
notified by members of our home owner’s association that the Corps might 
make siting changes for a previously approved golf course and a campground 
in the Tall Chief Cove/Skiatook Point area.  Because all major 
developments within a few miles of our property could have an impact on 
both our property values and our quality of life, I request that this 
issue be given proper scrutiny before any changes are approved.  I intend 
to live in my Skiatook Lake home until I die, so these issues are 
certainly of interest to me! 
 
 
 
In order to insure that all concerned parties have a voice in proposed 
Corps supervised or approved developments, I think it would be best to 
hold a public, open meeting to advise property owners of the development 
plans and to give them information of the time line for the proposed 
developments.  Following this information sharing meeting, it could be 
decided whether or not there is enough public concern to hold additional 
meetings in which interested parties would have an opportunity to voice 
their support or objections to the plans. 
 
 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this request for an informational 
meeting, Mr. Nolen.  If you have any further information you wish to share 
with me, please use the contact information below. 
 
 
 
Glenn D. Yandell 
 
Maintenance Manager 
 
Baker Petrolite Corporation 
 
800 Birch Lake Road 
 
Barnsdall, OK  74002 
 
 
 
Office - 918-847-2522 ext. 209 
 
Fax - 516-213-7388 
 
Mobile - 918-724-5481 
 
email - glenn.yandell@bakerpetrolite.com 
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From: DPKENDALL@aol.com 
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 8:08 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Plans for Skiatook Lake 
 
Dear Mr Nolen, 
 
We, along with others in the Beverly Hills neighborhood, are very 
concerned about the possibility of changing the camp grounds to this side 
of the lake, and the golf course to the other side.   
 
I do know that Bruce Keeling sent you a letter stating the reasons why, 
and we are totally in agreement with him. 
 
We were concerned that you decided to lease the land for $1 in the first 
place, but now things have changed from the first plan and we feel that 
the neighbors should be concerned, and it should not be all one sided on 
behalf of Cross Timbers. 
 
Please give our thoughts some consideration. 
 
Thanks so much, 
David and Debbie Kendall 
14390 Giorgio Drive 
Skiatook, OK  74070-1250 
918-396-2251 
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From: Ron Miller [ron_miller@swbell.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2006 9:04 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Environmental Assessment 
 
Proposed relocation of the CrossTimbers Golf Course. 
 
As a resident who has lived in the Beverly Hills Development on Lake 
Skiatook for the past 6 years, I strongly agree with the move of the 
CrossTimbers Golf Course from Skiatook Point area to the Tall Chief Cove 
area. 
 
I believe that CrossTimbers is developing a first class resort on Lake 
Skiatook and keeping the Golf Course together with the rest of the 
development is a very positive move. With the addition of the new McGill's 
restaurant, Cottages, expanded Marina, and the upcoming Village area, 
CrossTimbers is creating one of the finest facilities in Oklahoma. 
 
Also, creating more camping area at the Skiatook Point Ramp will be very 
beneficial to the Lake, which for the past several years has seen the two 
main camping facilities completely full during the summer season .  
 
This is exactly what the area North of Tulsa has needed for several years 
and CrossTimbers is doing an excellent job to enhance the whole area. 
 
Ron Miller  
14655 Tiffany Lane  
Skiatook, Ok  74070     
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Tel:  (918) 307-0068 
Toll Free:  (877) 607-0068 

Fax:  (918) 459-0138 
www.aci-us.com  

Environmental  
and Hydrology 
Specialists 

th

 
 
 
April 4, 2006 
TJA-06-022 
 
Mr. Stephen L. Nolen 
Chief, Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE), Tulsa District 
1645 S. 101st East Avenue 
Tulsa, OK  74128  
 
Re: Comments on the Proposed Relocation of Golf Course and Camping/RV Area 
 CrossTimbers Development Project 
 Skiatook Lake, Osage County, Oklahoma 
 
Dear Mr. Nolen: 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments to you and USCOE regarding the 
proposed relocation of the golf course and Camping/RV area at CrossTimbers.  Prior to 
providing my comments, however, I feel that it is both pertinent and appropriate to provide 
you with a summary of my academic and professional background.  
 
Academically, I completed my Bachelor of Science Degree in Geology from Oklahoma 
University (OU) in 1979.  I received a Hydrology Certificate from Oklahoma State University 
(OSU) in 1989.  I received a Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering (MSCE) from OSU in 
1996.  I completed my Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph. D.) in Environmental Science from OSU 
in 1999.  I convey this background information to you because my doctoral research and 
dissertation is quite relevant to the golf course.  
 
Professionally, while taking graduate courses at night, I worked for 2 environmental 
engineering consulting firms here in the Tulsa area.  Upon completing my studies, I started 
my own consulting firm and have been working in that capacity since March 2000.  
 
In addition to providing consulting services, I am an Adjunct Professor in the Geoscience 
Department at Tulsa University (TU) where, for 4 years, I taught night courses in Hydrology 
and Hydrogeology (GEOL 4513, GEOL 6513).  I am scheduled to co-teach a new course 
this Fall Semester at TU.  
 
Due to its relevance, please allow me the opportunity to re-address my doctoral work.  The 
title of my dissertation is, “An Evaluation of Management Strategies for a Nursery 
Irrigation Recycling System Designed for Pollution Control”.  My research consisted of 
evaluating the design efficiencies of eight (8) catch basins and retention ponds at Greenleaf 
Nursery in Eastern Oklahoma.  Greenleaf Nursery was then and is still the largest potted 
plant nursery in the State (~800 acres).  As you may know, the nursery is located on a hill 
immediately adjacent to the Illinois River (which is designated as a Scenic River) and the 
northern portion of Lake Tenkiller.  The nursery applies large amounts of concentrated time-
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release (osmocote) nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium (N-P-K) fertilizers to the plants via 
direct application of solid pellets and dissolved in sprinkler irrigation systems.  As such, the 
owners of Greenleaf were concerned about the fate, transport, and adverse affects of those 
nutrients to receiving receptors.  
 
For ~1 year, I sampled and analyzed surface/runoff water from the following areas at 
Greenleaf: (i) “inflow” water that flowed from the container fields to the retention lagoons, (ii) 
water contained in the retention lagoons and (iii) “outflow” water that flowed from the 
retention lagoons to adjacent water bodies.  About half of all surface water samples were 
collected during or immediately following rainstorm events.  As such, I was able to evaluate 
and determine which retention pond parameters (i.e. design, type of construction, depth, 
geometric shape, holding capacity, etc) captured and contained the greatest concentration 
of nutrients and, thus, provided the greatest amount of protection to the receiving water 
bodies.  To summarize, past academic research has provided me with significant insight on 
how to build retention lagoons that afford the greatest protection to adjacent water bodies 
from N-P-K enriched runoff waters.  
 
Based on my involvement and recent completion of this project’s Environmental Assessment 
(EA), combined with my current professional relationship with the developers of the 
CrossTimbers Project and the USCOE, it is anticipated that I will be retained by StateSource 
in the near future to apply my “knowledge of the science” and assist them with the design 
and construction of retention ponds that will protect Skiatook Lake from golf course nutrient 
runoff.  I further anticipate my direct involvement regarding the preparation and 
implementation of the Environmental Management System (EMS), which is incorporated 
with the subject lease.  Among other pertinent issues, the EMS will provide assurance of the 
lake’s protection via the Corp’s approval process of the course design prior to its 
construction.  
 
I have already met Mr. Randy Heckenkemper, the golf course designer.  I am aware that he 
has significant experience with designing golf courses next to lakes and other “sensitive 
receptors”.  I understand that Mr. Heckenkemper has, in fact, recently designed and built a 
golf course on a Corp lake (reference Chickasaw Pointe on Lake Texoma).  
 
I am also aware that Dr. Stahle from the University of Arkansas recently conducted a 
walkover and survey of both Skiatook Point and Tall Chief Cove.  It is my understanding that 
Dr. Stahle was concerned about several issues regarding the construction of the golf course 
at Skiatook Point, including but not limited to potential impact to a greater number of ancient 
timbers, the general presence of a thin veneer of native soils due to rock outcroppings at or 
near the surface, and a logical expectation of stunted growth of fairway and putting green 
grasses.  Pursuant to his findings, Dr. Stahle concluded that the proposed golf course 
should be relocated to the Tall Chief Cove area and the Camping/RV facilities be placed at 
Skiatook Point.  It goes without saying that that is an important conclusion.  
 
To summarize, it appears that there are numerous positive environmental aspects regarding 
the construction of the golf course at Tall Chief and the placement of camping facilities at 
Skiatook Point.  As such, it is my recommendation that the USCOE approve the proposed 
relocation.  
 
Thanks again for the opportunity to provide my thoughts on this matter. 
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Sincerely, 
 
ALEXANDER CONSULTING, INC. 
 
 
 
Thomas J. Alexander, Ph.D., P.G. 
President  
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From: Bruce Krefting [krefting@peoplepc.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Further neighborhood review needed on Cross Timbers proposal to 
relocate the golf course and camping / RV area 
 
As a nearby resident, I have already responded with my opposition to the 
Cross Timbers relocation proposal and the Corp's draft environmental 
assessment (see my original email below). Now, as President of the Beverly 
Hills Lake Estates II Property Owners Association, I strongly urge you to 
postpone any decision for 30 to 60 days to allow for a formal review 
meeting by the effected neighbors of Cross Timbers.  
 
In my research I have only found one other person in my neighborhood of 27 
homes and lots owners that was aware of the Cross Timbers proposal (and he 
is opposed to the proposal). And, after meeting with a Director of the 
adjacent neighborhood, Santa Barbara Cove, with 30 homes and lots, I found 
he was unaware of the proposed change and also opposed to the Cross 
Timbers relocation proposal. On behalf of the Santa Barbara Cove 
Homeowner's Association's, Jim Pardee has written you with their 
opposition to the Cross Timbers relocation proposal and asking for more 
time before a decision is made by the Corp. 
 
Our two neighborhoods represent 2 of the closest developments to the Cross 
Timbers leased land - each less than 2 miles away. Our combined membership 
of almost 60 residents and owners make us by far the largest block of 
nearby neighbors to Cross Timbers. Because both neighborhoods are so close 
to Cross Timbers, their relocation proposal does impact us.  
 
With so many owners of the most impacted neighborhoods completely unaware 
of the Cross Timbers relocation proposal, it's clear that the Corp needs 
to allow more time to communicate the proposal and hear from the nearby 
neighbors.  
 
Joining with the Santa Barbara Cove Homeowner's Association, the Beverly 
Hills Lake Estates II Property Owners Association also urges the Corp to 
postpone any decision to allow time for a meeting of the impacted nearby 
residents so they can hear the proposal and have our questions addressed. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bruce KreftingPresidentBeverly Hills Lake Estates II Property Owners 
Association14389 Giorgio DriveSkiatook, OK 74070918-361-7338  -----
Forwarded Message-----From: Bruce Krefting <krefting@peoplepc.com>Sent: 
Apr 2, 2006 12:07 PMTo: Stephen.L.Nolen@swt03.usace.army.milSubject: I 
oppose the Cross Timbers proposalThanks for sending me the CD with the 
complete Environmental Impact statement. I OPPOSE the proposed change for 
several reasons: 
 
  a.. I don't believe this proposal has been very well presented to the 
Lake Skiatook area public. One ad in the Skiatook Journal may be legally 
sufficient but hardly allows for widespread review and discussion. As the 
president of the Beverly Hills Lake Estates II neighborhood of 27 property 
owners located close to Cross Timbers, not a single owner has told me they 
had seen the single ad - all were unaware of the proposed change. I met 
with a board member of the Santa Barbara Cove association, another nearby 
neighborhood on Skiatook Lake of almost 30 property owners, had also not 
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heard of the proposal - and he was COMPLETELY AGAINST the proposal. I also 
think the size of this Environmental Impact document meant many could not 
review the proposal (rural Osage County residents around Lake Skiatook 
typically have just dial-up internet access. A 141-page documents is 
simply to big to be downloaded or viewed at 26.6K download speed. I would 
urge the Corp to hold a series of public comment meetings that are well 
advertised to truly get the feel of the local population to this proposed 
change.  
  b.. I am against moving the golf course to a location so far from the 
lake as described in the proposal (the layout is not well described in the 
proposal which reinforces in my mind the pending "plain-ness" of the new 
course). Oklahoma has many fine golf courses but few with as many 
beautiful lake views as promised in the original site. Moving the course 
away from the lake will make this course just another golf course. I 
prefer the numerous lake views and challenging elevation changes in the 
original proposal as this would make the Cross Timbers course one of the 
most beautiful courses in the region - perhaps the country - and be a 
significant boast to our local economy. The proposed change will not 
benefit the community anywhere near as much.  
  c.. I am against moving the campground to the north side of the dam. 
This change will cause security issues with campers too far from after-
hours security. With the easy access from the Skiatook Point Landing road, 
I'm concerned about drinking campers or drinking boat landing users 
roaming through the Corp access without any available security. As a home 
owner with property adjacent to the Corp property along Skiatook Lake, I 
am concerned about drinking campers roaming the Corp property far beyond 
the Cross Timbers leased areas causing security and property destruction 
issues for all nearby residents. I think the State Patrol will tell you of 
many concerns they've had to address from drinking boaters and campers 
using the Tall Chief access to the lake. Security around the campground 
must be complete - for the benefit of the nearby property owners and the 
other campers.  
  d.. Finally, I oppose the proposed change based on the increased risks 
of fires started by campers roaming far from the leased area unsupervised. 
A fire started below our property in Corp land with the prevalent 
southerly winds this winter would have burned down my home before any fire 
department could have reached us. Our neighborhood in rural Osage County 
is served by the City of Skiatook Fire Department that must negotiate a 
steep climb on Highway 20 to reach our neighborhood. I estimate a single 
fire truck would need at least 15 minutes to reach our neighborhood, 
hardly sufficient as our homes are just a hundred yards from the lake edge 
and even less to Corp property. The fire danger alone with our southerly 
winds is enough to highly recommend that the campground area MUST be kept 
on the south side of the dam per the original design (fires out of control 
there would burn themselves out when they reached the lake). The 
campground cabins needs to be well supervised with Cross Timbers staff and 
after-hours security available to ensure destructive behavior is quickly 
halted.  
If I have sent this response to the incorrect email address, please 
forward it to the correct email address by the April 5 deadline. 
 
I would also like to be put on the notification list for any future 
proposals that impact the Corp's property around or on Lake Skiatook. 
 
In conclusion, I am OPPOSED to the proposed change and urge the Corp to 
reject it. I also recommend that any future proposed changes be better 
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advertised to area resident with mailings and multiple ads to ensure the 
local neighbors are well informed.  
 
Bruce Krefting14389 Giorgio DriveSkiatook, OK 74070918-361-7338  
________________________________________ 
PeoplePC Online 
A better way to Internet 
http://www.peoplepc.com 
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From: Ladd Drummond [ldrummond@drummondranch.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 11:28 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Skiatook lake golf course 
 
Mr. Nolen: 
 
My brother and I are longtime landowners in the Skiatook Lake area, My 
great grandfather bought some of the land we currently own in 1915. 
Although we sold some of that to the Corp of Engineers for the lake we 
have also added some other land thru the years. Currently we own 
approximately 480 acres that joins the lake or corps property. 
 
I just wanted to drop you a note to say that we are in support of moving 
the golf course to the Tallchief cove area. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Ladd Drummond 
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From: Harris, Karen [kharris@hollandhall.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 12:35 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Skiatook Cross Timbers Resort Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I recently found out about the development on the shores of Skiatook Lake. 
As a citizen of the United States and the State of Oklahoma, I have a few 
concerns and questions about the environmental assessment. 
 
1.  I understand that the original environmental assessment in 2003 
generated considerable public comment and yet the comment period for this 
e.a. was reduced to 15 days.  Why the rush?  Is it possible to extend this 
period? 
 
2.  I understand that the ancient crosstimbers and prairie ecosystems have 
been drastically reduced in size and that this development would further 
reduce both systems. The EA reports that the the ancient crosstimbers 
forest encompasses only 162 square miles (an area about the size of the 
city of 
Tulsa) I also know that Nature Conservancy research shows that 
conservation of these two ecosystems requires regional management. Neither 
crosstimbers 
nor prairie can be conserved by maintaining a few preserves.   I am 
familiar 
with the Nature Conservancy's Cross Timbers Preserve near Keystone Lake. 
It is my understanding that biologists have only begun to assess the Cross 
Timbers community and they do not yet know what organisms may be a part of 
this very rare ecosystem.  Even the EA states that "little is known about 
the bird communities in these ancient forests".  Do we know if there are 
threatened or endangered neotropical migrants nesting there?  I'm pretty 
sure they will not nest on a golf course.  Even my beginning ecology 
students know that reduced populations of organisms are most often caused 
by reduction in their habitat.  To say that this development will have no 
significant impact on population trends is reckless at best.   I am 
concerned that the Corps is willing to "lease", for $0, public property to 
a municipality, which in turn will sublease to a PRIVATE company, when you 
have little idea what the public will be losing.  Why is this proposal the 
preferred alternative?  As I understand it, the only other alternative 
presented was a simple switch in locations of a golf course and a 
campground. How do you know the benefit of the development will outweigh 
the cost when we have yet to determine the ecological cost?   
 
3.  Where is the analysis of the impacts of pesticides and fertilizers on 
the water quality of Skiatook Lake?  The management plan is not sufficient 
for the purposes of informing the public and for arriving at a Finding of 
No Significant Impact.  In fact, the management plan calls for growing 
ferns, poplars, and cottonwoods to catch the nutrients before they enter 
the lake. 
Anybody involved in the management plan know what species of ferns can 
survive in the understory of the crosstimbers?  Can the developers 
guarantee that poplars and cottonwoods can survive?  
 
4.  Is the proposed mitigation sufficient?  Changing the designation of a 
third area does not seem to me to make up for losing two other areas.  Is 
crosstimber habitat actually present at Gouin Point? 

 
CrossTimbers Development Relocation Final Environmental Assessment 183 



 
5.  How do I know that StateSource will be a good steward of the land?  
What incentive do they to be good stewards of federal land?  A flawed 
environmental management plan cannot substitute for appropriate NEPA 
reporting. 
 
6.  I firmly believe the Corps should do more work, including a full 
environmental impact statement before proceeding with this project. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karen Harris 
 Biology/Ecology teacher, Holland Hall School   
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From: Gary [SStation@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 2:25 PM 
To: Nolen, Stephen L SWT 
Subject: Crosstimbers golf course relocation 
 
Mr. Nolen: 
 
As a property owner and future resident of Lake Skiatook, I agree with the 
decision to relocate the CrossTimbers golf course from Skiatook Point to 
Tall Chief Cove and the camping area from Tall Chief Cove to Skiatook 
Point.  The reason is two fold: 
1.  Tall Chief Cove is more readily accessible to an expanding population, 
particularly as the area develops as a Tulsa suburb.  Future residential 
and commercial development will likely occur along a widened 52nd Street 
West, providing a more secure financial underpinning for the golf course 
and related commercial development at CrossTimbers and reducing long term 
pressure on the Skiatook Lake Dam traffic going to Skiatook Point.  
2.  I understand that the developers of CrossTimbers did an extensive 
study of "ancient" trees and discovered considerably more of them on 
Skiatook Point  than at Tall Chief Cove.  It seems reasonable that 
developing a golf course would be much less destructive to an area less 
densely populated with such trees.       
 
Gary Harkreader 
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